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Executive summary 

Request to Provide a Surface Crossing of the 
Calder Road at Parkhead 
Summary 

To report to the Committee that although the proposed pedestrian surface crossing at 
Parkhead remains a high priority to the Neighbourhood Partnership, they are unable to 
meet the potential costs. Therefore the Neighbourhood Partnership seeks to refer this 
matter back to the Committee for consideration at a later date as part of any capital 
investment review.   

Recommendations 

To agree to have this scheme referred back to the Transport and Environment 
Committee to commit to consider funding for the installation of a crossing during the 
current Budget Review. 

Measures of success 

Neighbourhood Partnership satisfaction that while not currently deliverable, local desire 
is such that this scheme remains open for consideration subject to suitable future 
budget availability. 

Financial impact 

None. 

Equalities impact 

Consideration has been given to both the positive and negative impacts of the 
proposed surface crossing and it is felt that without the results of a full feasibility study it 
would not be appropriate to make a conclusive recommendation regarding the 
suitability of the surface crossing. However, interim recommendations include the 
installation of extra street-lighting and CCTV which has now been carried out. The 
underpass is also monitored regularly by our Community Safety and Street Cleansing 
teams to enhance the safe perception of the underpass. 

Sustainability impact 

The recommendations within this report do not have any adverse impact on carbon 
impacts, adaptation to climate change or sustainable development. 

Consultation and engagement 

As detailed later in the report, lengthy engagement has been undertaken with the South 
West Neighbourhood Partnership and affiliated stakeholders to ensure that any 
decisions made are based on local priorities. As part of prior investigations and 
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feasibility assessments, the emergency services and Napier University were involved in 
discussions of both positive and negative implications of the proposed surface 
crossing. Local Elected Members within Ward 7 have been consulted though no 
comments have yet been received. 

Background reading / external references 

27 July 2010 Report - Calder Road Underpass Feasibility of Alternative Surface 
Crossing 
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Report 

Request to Provide a Surface Crossing of the 
Calder Road at Parkhead 
1. Background 

1.1  At the meeting on 28 July 2009, the Transport and Environment Committee 
(T&EC) instructed the then Director of City Development to provide a report on 
the feasibility of an additional surface crossing on the Calder Road in the 
Parkhead area. 

1.2  A Road Safety Assessment was undertaken during the day and evening of 
Monday, 28 September 2009. The assessment and findings were prepared by 
independent consultants and included the views of Lothian and Borders Police 
(L&BP) with regard to community safety aspects of the existing underpass. 
These findings subsequently formed the basis of a report which was presented 
to the T&EC on 27 July 2010 (Appendix 1). 

1.3 The T&EC of 27 July 2010 recognised the strong community support for the 
surface crossing. However, they concluded that the matter had competing road 
safety and community safety issues. It was difficult to justify expenditure on a 
feasibility study as no capital funding was available at that time. It therefore 
recommended referring the report to the South West Neighbourhood Partnership 
for their consideration of the issues and a suggested way forward. 

1.4 The matter was subsequently discussed at the South West Neighbourhood 
Partnership business meeting on 1 February 2011 and referred to the meeting of 
the South West Neighbourhood Partnership Transport and Environment Forum 
on 11 February 2011. At this meeting, it was reluctantly accepted and agreed by 
the Partnership that without the availability of capital funding, that the installation 
of a surface crossing at the desired location could not be progressed at that 
time. 

1.5  However, running in parallel with the above discussions, unique funding had 
been secured by the South West Neighbourhood Manager which allowed the 
installation of a voice activated CCTV system in the Parkhead underpass in July 
2011.  

 

2. Main report 

2.1 A full site-survey and preliminary design is required in order to develop an 
accurate cost estimate for the installation of a surface crossing. However, an 
indicative estimate in 2010 put the costs well in excess of £150,000. Following 
recommendations made by Road Safety and Lothian and Borders Police, the 
cost approximation included costs for a staggered pedestrian crossing with a 
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central island, associated anti-skid surfacing, the re-positioning of the bus lay-by 
and the infilling of the existing underpass with its ramped accesses.  

2.2 From a road safety perspective, the underpass represents the safest means of 
crossing as it reduces the potential for conflict between vehicles and pedestrians 
by separating them. In addition, installing an at-grade crossing at this location 
may introduce a road safety hazard where there is no history of collisions at 
present.  

2.3 The 2010 report drew attention to the fact that this location was not eligible for 
assessment for inclusion on the existing priority list for surface crossings, 
maintained by the Road Safety Team as this project does not meet the standard 
criteria for the creation of a new surface crossing. 

2.4 Safety concerns regarding the use of the underpass at this location (and others 
on the Calder Road) continue to be voiced by the public and this matter was 
raised again by local Elected Members when they met with the Director of 
Services for Communities in February 2013 where the matter was further 
discussed. 

2.5 It is recognised that there continues to be a strong desire from the local 
community (which is supported by the South West Neighbourhood Partnership) 
to have a surface crossing installed at this location. However, there is no capital 
budget availability to allow this project to proceed at this time.       

 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 To agree to have this scheme referred back to the Transport and Environment 
Committee to commit to consider funding for the installation of a crossing during  
the current Budget Review. 

 

 

Mark Turley 
Director of Services for Communities 
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Links  
 

Coalition pledges P33 – Strengthen Neighbourhood Partnerships and further involve 
local people in decisions on how Council resources are used. 

Council outcomes CO15 – The public are protected. 
CO21 – Safe – Residents, visitors and businesses feel that 
Edinburgh is a safe city. 
CO22 – Moving efficiently – Edinburgh has a transport system that 
improves connectivity and is green, healthy and accessible. 
CO26 – The Council engages with stakeholders and works in 
partnership to improve services and how we deliver on agreed 
objectives. 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

SO4 – Edinburgh’s communities are safer and have improved 
physical and social fabric. 

Appendices Appendix 1 – 27 July 2010 Report - Calder Road Underpass 
Feasibility of Alternative Surface Crossing. 
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Appendix 1 
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